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SC/Rep/2010/01
                                                                                            16 March 2010
Report of the Meeting
Standing Committee on Social and Cultural Affairs
14-16 March 2010

Palau

1. The Standing Committee on Social and Cultural Affairs held its meeting on 14-16 March 2010 in Palau. APA Delegations from Bahrain, Indonesia, Iran, Palau, Russia, Saudi Arabia and Sri Lanka participated in this meeting. The list of participants is attached as Annex I.
2. Honorable Alexander Merep, Acting Speaker of the Palau House of Delegates, delivered his opening statement at the beginning of the meeting. He underlined the importance of studying the possibility of achieving common legislations on different issues in Asia. Mr. Gholamali Khoshroo, the Assistant to the APA Secretary-General, made his welcoming remarks in which he emphasized on cooperation and coordination amongst Member Parliaments in dealing with the challenges facing Asia. The Meeting adopted its agenda without objection (Annex II). 
3. Mr.Gibson Kanai of Palau was elected as the Chairperson; Mr. Khalil Al-Mazrooq of Bahrain and Mr. Muhammad Najib of Indonesia were elected as Vice-Chairperson; and Mr. Dhammika Kitulgoda of Sri Lanka was elected as the Rapporteur of the Committee. The Chairman made his opening statement. He expressed thanks to all delegations participating in the Meeting of the Standing Committee and praised APA for making peace a priority for Asian nations. He proposed that when the APA Standing Committee on Political Affairs next convenes, an APA Resolution be adopted that will commend Palau for continuing to take initiative to welcome several refugees.    

4. The Sub-Committees on Combating Corruption, Achieving Health Equity and Challenges and Opportunities of Globalization met under the Standing Committee on Social and Cultural Affairs.
5. The list of documents before the Meeting included:

a. The Sub-Committee on Combating Corruption: 

i) APA/Res/2009/03 of 10 December 2009, Fourth APA Plenary Session on Combating Corruption, 

ii) SG/Rep/2010/01 of 06 March 2010, the Report of the Secretary-General on Combating Corruption
b. The Sub-Committee on Achieving Health Equity:

i) APA/Res/2009/06 of 10 December 2009, Fourth APA Plenary Session on Achieving Health Equity,

ii) SG/ Rep/2010/02 of 07 March 2010, the Report of the Secretary-General on Achieving Health Equity, 

c. The Sub-committee on Challenges and Opportunities of Globalization:

i) APA Res/2009/04 of 10 December 2009, Fourth APA Plenary Session on the Challenges and Opportunities of Globalization,
ii) SG/Rep/2010/03 of 07 March 2010, the Report of the Secretary-General on the Challenges and Opportunities of Globalization,

6. The Preliminary Reports of the Secretary-General to the three Sub-Committees had been forwarded to all Member Parliaments.  

7. The Sub-Committees welcomed the Reports of the Secretary-General and expressed appreciation for the manner in which they were submitted to the Sub-Committees for their considerations.

8. The Assistants to the Secretary-General presented oral reports of the Secretary-General on the three subjects of the Sub-Committees.

9. The Sub-Committees exchanged views on different elements and ideas in the Reports of the Secretary-General with a view to pursuing their objectives. The Sub-Committees took note of the Suggestions for further steps to be taken as mentioned in the Reports of the Secretary-General.

10. Participating delegates further made some points in each Sub-Committee as follows: 

a. The Sub-Committee on Combating Corruption:

i) The establishment of a Network of Asian Parliamentarians Against Corruption (NAPAC) is timely.

ii) The role of parliaments in combating corruption should be more emphasized.

iii) The Honorable representative of the Russian Parliament expressed his views and suggestions on how to combat drug trafficking and cultivation in Afghanistan and related crimes including corruptive activities which do not allow to effectively use the international financial assistance for the creation of alternative economic opportunities. The Committee requested the Secretary-General to prepare a report on this important issue and seek the views of the delegations of Russia and Afghanistan, as well as other interested Member Parliaments. The Committee invited Member Parliaments to consider and review the Secretary-General's report and provide concrete recommendations for further consideration by the APA. 
b. The Sub-Committee on Health Equity:

i) The role of the private sector in promoting health equity is unchallenged and should be more encouraged.

ii) The global financial crisis has affected the health situation negatively and the parliamentarians should deal with this problem. 
c. The Sub-Committee on the Challenges and Opportunities of Globalization:

i) Asian countries should participate in the process of globalization.
ii) An ICT Group may be established to cover both ideas of Virtual Asian Parliament and Bridging the Digital Divide in Asia.  
iii) Positive and negative aspects of the globalization process have to be considered and be responded multilaterally. 
11. The Standing Committee expressed appreciation to the House of Delegates and the Senate of Palau for excellent organization of the meeting and the hospitality offered to all participants.
12. The Standing Committee recommended the following draft resolutions to the first APA Executive Council Meeting of 2010, to be forwarded to the APA plenary for its consideration:
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SC/Res/2010/01

15 March 2010

Draft Resolution 
on 
Combating Corruption
We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,
Recalling APA Resolutions contained in APA/Res/2007/05, APA/Res/2008/18 and APA/Res/2009/03,

Recalling also the APA Plan of Action on Combating Corruption contained in APA/Res/2007/05/Annex, and calling for its full implementation, 

Urging more momentum for speedy implementation of the APA Resolutions on Combating Corruption and the APA Plan of Action,

Convinced that designation by Member Parliaments of focal points for APA anti-corruption programs and activities as well as greater exchange of information among Member Parliaments facilitate making sustained progress in anti corruption strategies by APA, 
Reiterating the need for coordination, exchange of information and best practices within APA Member Parliaments under the framework of the APA Plan of Action on Combating Corruption,

Alarmed that corruption continues to have negative impacts on public and corporate governance, undermining the rule of law and security across the globe,

Recognizing the significance of the implementation of the United Nations Convention Against Corruption in the fight against corruption and, in this context, encouraging the ratification of the said Convention by all Member Parliaments,

Recognizing further that all four categories of prevention, criminalization, international cooperation and asset recovery, as stipulated in the United Nations Convention Against Corruption, are important elements in combating corruption,

Supporting the promotion of 9 December as the International Anti-Corruption Day,

Considering the need to study the usefulness of developing an Asian Anti-Corruption Convention rendering the UN Convention more specifics to Asia,

Recognizing the central role the parliamentarians can play in combating corruption,

Determined to promote the involvement and enabling of the members of the civil society, as an effective partner of the parliaments, in the fight against corruption, 
Underlining the significance of strengthening the political will from all branches of governments in combating corruption,

1. Welcome the Report of the Secretary-General on Combating Corruption contained in SG/Rep/2010/01 of 6 March 2010,

2. Resolve, once more, to do our outmost to strengthen our anti-corruption strategies and take extra measures to promote honesty and combat corruption in accordance with the APA Plan of Action,

3. Urge Member Parliaments to designate, without further delay, the focal point to coordinate their activities and exchange information and best practices within the framework of the APA Plan of Action on Combating Corruption,

4. Encourage Member Parliaments whose countries are not yet parties to  the UN Convention Against Corruption to expedite, in accordance with their national laws and constitutional requirements, joining the Convention as early as possible,

5. Decide to study the need and utility of developing an Asian Anti-Corruption Convention in the next meeting of the Sub-Committee on Combating Corruption in 2011,
6. Encourage Member Parliaments to enhance the role and the capacity of the civil society and the mass media, in their countries, in the fight against corruption,

7. Decide to establish, as a first step towards developing an institutional framework to implement the APA Plan of Action, a Network of Asian Parliamentarians Against Corruption (NAPAC), in cooperation with GOPAC, where all Asian Parliamentarians may join forces to combat corruption in Asia,

8. Invite Member Parliaments to cooperate and coordinate with other regional and international organizations dealing with anti-corruption activities to collect shared experiences and best practices in their efforts to fight against corruption,

9. Request the Secretary-General to continue to collect information and legislative and regulatory texts from Member Parliaments in order to promote an informed exchange of information and knowledge about effective anti-corruption policies and measures, 

10. Request also the Secretary-General to initiate contact with financial institutions, and inter-parliamentary and non-governmental organizations active in the field of combating corruption with the aim of exchanging support and assistance as well as information and best practices,

11. Request further the Secretary-General to report to the next meeting of the Sub-Committee on Combating Corruption in 2011 on the implementation of this resolution,
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SC/Res/2010/02

15 March 2010

Draft Resolution 

On

Achieving Health Equity in Asia
We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,

Recalling APA Resolution, APA/Res/2009/96, dated 29 December 2009,

Welcoming the report of the Secretary-General on Achieving Health Equity in Asia, SG/Rep/2010/02, dated 7 March, 2010, submitted to the meeting of the Standing Committee on Social and Cultural Affairs held in the Republic of Palau, 14-16, March 2010; 

Referring to the final report of WHO Commission on Social Determinants of Health (CSDH) submitted to the Director-General of WHO in 2008;
Stressing the view that global net-working provides opportunities for Member Parliaments to engage in fruitful dialogue and exchange of best practices on health equity;

Reaffirming the significant role of parliaments both in advocating and promoting national policies and legislative measures for achieving health equity;

Emphasizing the need to comprehensively deal with social and health related problems emanating from the drug abuse;
Expressing concern about the existing socio-economic inequalities and their impact on the poor and disadvantaged groups, as well as the remote geographical areas;

1- Welcome the Report of the Secretary-General contained in SG/Rep/ 2010/02, dated 7 March, 2010.
2- Underline the report of the Commission on Social Determinants of Health for addressing the impact of socio-economic inequalities on health at global, regional and national levels.

3- Encourage the APA Member Parliaments to promote health equity in Asia through sharing experiences and best practices, including protection in the form of income support for disabled and ill.

4- Encourage the APA Member Parliaments to strengthen collaboration with a view to formulating a coherent approach in regard with social determinants of health in Asia, especially education, housing, and employment.

5-  Encourage the APA Member Parliaments to actively advocate for promotion and inclusion of social determinants of health in national policies and programs, and adequate allocation of necessary budgets.

6- Encourage the APA Member Parliaments to adopt policies and measures to improve service provision, and health financing system as well as health insurance plans for a more equitable resource distribution.  

7- Reiterate that private sector partnership in financing and service provision of health care should not lead to prevention of poor people reaching good health care services and should be compensated by such alternatives of government sponsored health insurance.

8- Call on Member Parliaments of APA to promote  networking among major governmental and non-governmental institutions dealing with health and social determinants of health in Asia.
9- Invite Member Parliaments to expand partnership and cooperation with academic institutions, none-governmental organizations, civil society groups and the media in order to identify the main social determinants of health. 

10- Call upon APA Member Parliaments to encourage their respective governments to create and implement more new tactical policies, activities, and programs to ensure a success in the MDGs achievements with regard to health policies.

11- Call on APA Member Parliaments to take necessary actions and to encourage its respective governments to ensure child immunization and nutrition needs in order to create better generation.

12- Encourage the APA Member Parliaments to actively participate in the process of drafting a common legislation to promote health equity in Asia, with due attention to social protection policies for health care, long term disability, and protection during unemployment and old age. 

13- Encourage the APA Member Parliaments to incorporate the issue of Social Determinants of Health (SDH) more intensively in other APA themes and activities.

14- Request the Secretary-General to seek inputs from Member Parliaments on the progress to implement this resolution and submit a report thereon to the next Committee meeting.
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                                                                                                             15 March 2010


Draft Resolution

on

Challenges and Opportunities of Globalization in Asia 
We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,

Recalling APA Resolution, APA/Res/2009/04,

Welcoming the report of the Secretary-General on Challenges and Opportunities of Globalization in Asia, SG/Rep/2010/03, dated 7 March, 2010, submitted to the meeting of the Standing Committee on Social and Cultural Affairs held in the Republic of Palau, 14-16, March 2010; 

Stressing the view that global net-working provides opportunities for Member Parliaments to share experiences and engage in fruitful dialogue on globalization impact in Asia. 

Supporting the proposal for establishing the “Virtual Asian Parliament” to enhance deliberation and strengthen cooperation among Member Parliaments; 

Recognizing the important role of Asian parliaments in developing a harmonized approach in dealing with globalization impact on Asia; 

Emphasizing the need for free and further access for all to information, communication, and new technologies globally; 
Expressing concern on cultural hegemony as well as social homogenization of Asian societies in order to ensure that the impact of globalization shall not undermine the identities, virtues and values of Asia; 

Recognizing that globalization helps promote many positive processes including interstate cooperation, open borders and advanced communication, while also facilitates international organized crimes, including drug trafficking, money laundering, international terrorism and human trafficking.   

Concerned about the possible negative impact of globalization on widening the gap between the rich and the poor, and the further marginalization of developing countries in Asia;

Recognizing the fact that today Asia has the biggest market in the world, the highest number of population and the largest amount of foreign exchange reserves and dynamic economic growth;

1- Welcome the Report of the Secretary-General contained in SG/ 2010/03
2- Call on Member Parliaments of APA to promote  networking among major governmental and non-governmental institutions dealing with the impact of globalization in  Asian countries.

3- Encourage Member Parliaments of APA to share best practices regarding global process and challenges in Asia with a view to formulating a common Asian approach toward globalization through holding special workshops and forums among Asian Parliaments.

4- Request Secretary General to collect data and information from APA Member Parliaments to exchange experiences on best ways and means to survive from social and cultural crisis and to gain benefit from globalization based on Asian norms and values. 

5- Encourage Member Parliaments of APA to promote international cooperation for combating international organized crimes, including drug trafficking, international terrorism and human trafficking.
6- Welcome the Report made by the Secretary-General on technical requirements of “Asian Virtual Parliament” that aims at enhancing deliberations among APA delegates, and, request the Secretary-General to report to the next meeting of the Committee on the financial requirements of its implementation.  

7- Underline the importance of drafting a common legislation among Member Parliaments on Bridging the Digital Divide in Asia.

8- Decide to establish an open-ended Ad-hoc Working Group on ICT comprising of Bahrain, Indonesia, Iran, and Russia that have volunteered to prepare a framework for such legislation as well as to expedite the establishment of Asian Virtual Parliament, and to facilitate all other ICT activities. 

9- Request the Secretary-General to seek possible technical and financial  assistance from Member Parliaments and other institutions to facilitate the implementation of  this resolution.

10- Call on the Member Parliaments of APA to initiate dialogues on the possible alternative to the current world foreign exchange reserves and the untying of the countrys’ currency to certain foreign currencies. 
11- Request the Secretary-General to seek inputs from Member Parliaments on the progress to implement this resolution and submit a report thereon to the next Committee meeting.
ANNEX- I

[image: image5.emf] 

 


Asian Parliamentary Assembly

List of Participants
Meeting of the Standing Committee

on Social and Cultural Affairs

14-16 March 2010

Ngerulmud, Republic of Palau

	DEMOCRATIC SOCIALIST 

REPUBLIC OF SRI LANKA
	

	The Honorable Dhammika Kitulgoda
	Member of Parliament


	ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN
	

	The Honorable Gholamreza Mesbahi Moghaddam
	Member of Parliament

	The Honorable Seyed Javad Zamani
	Member of Parliament

	Mr. Mohsen Shahmohammadi
	Interpreter


	KINGDOM OF BAHRAIN
	

	H. E. Khalil E. Al-Marzooq
	Member of Parliament

	H. E. Fuad Ahmed A-Hajee
	Member of Parliament

	H. E. Hamza Ali Kadhem
	Member of Parliament

	Mr. Mohamad Radhi Ebrahim
	Admin Specialist & Secretary to the delegation


	KINGDOM OF SAUDI ARABIA
	

	The Honorable Abdulrahman H. Alenad
	Member of Parliament

	The Honorable Hatem H. Alrmarzouki
	Member of Parliament

	Mr. Khalid A. Altruki
	Protocol

	Mr. Anas Abdulaziz Binsaeed
	Public Relations


	REPUBLIC OF INDONESIA
	

	The Honorable H. Muhammad Najib
	Member of Parliament

Vice Chairperson of Committee for Inter-Parliamentary Cooperation-Head of Delegation

	The Honorable Arief Budimanta
	Member of Parliament

	Ms. Rima Diah Pramudyawati
	Officer of Ministry of Foreign Affairs-Advisor

	Mr. Hadi Tjahjono
	Third Secretary-Advisor


	REPUBLIC OF PALAU
	

	The Honorable Alexander Merep
	Acting Speaker of the House of Delegates

	The Honorable Kathy Kesolei
	Acting President of the Senate

	The Honorable Gibson Kanai
	Member of the House of Delegates

APA Vice President & Chairman, Standing Committee on Social & Cultural Affairs

	The Honorable Swenny Ongidobel
	Member of the House of Delegates

Chairman, Committee on Commerce & Trade

	The Honorable Paul Ueki
	Member of the Senate

Chairman, Committee on Commerce & Trade

	The Honorable Surangel Whipps, Jr.
	Member of the Senate

	The Honorable Jerry Nabeyama
	Member of the House of Delegates

Chairman, Committee on Cultural Affairs, Youth and Social Affairs

	The Honorable Kalistus Ngirturong
	Member of the House of Delegates

Chairman, Committee on Health and Education


	RUSSIAN FEDERATION
	

	The Honorable Rudik Ishuzhin
	Member of Parliament

Vice-Chairman of the Commission on the Internal Control of the Council

	Mr. Konstantin Tsukanov
	Adviser


	APA SECRETARIAT
	

	Mr. Gholamali Khoshroo
	Advisor

	Mr. Majid Takht Ravanchi
	Advisor


ANNEX- II
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Asian Parliamentary Assembly
Draft Agenda

Meeting of the Standing Committee on

Social and Cultural Affairs
14-16 March 2010

Palau

· Welcoming address by Head of Delegation of Palau
· Opening remarks by APA Assistant Secretary-General

· Adoption of the Agenda and Order of Business
· Election of Chairman, Vice-Chairman, and Rapporteur
· Opening statement of Chairperson

· Oral Report of Secretary-General and Questions and Answers

· General Discussion
· Adoption of Final Report of Standing Committee

· Other matters
· Closing
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